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COURSE DESCRIPTION
“Baby boomers”, “Busters”, “Millennials”, “Seekers”, “Emergent”, “Emerging”, and “Missional” are all the terms that tend to confuse and even intimidate today’s pastor or missionary.  This course will address various trends, research and programs that God seems to be blessing today.  The seminar content will lay a base for evaluating the many opportunities and methods available as the student develops and outreach strategy for his own place of ministry.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1.  Define and describe the social characteristics of Baby Boomers, Busters (GenXers) and Millenials.

2.  Indicate the implications for the contemporary church.

3.  Understand and evaluate models employed by churches targeting the various generations.

4.  Define and describe the decentralization of ministry to a cell-oriented church.

5.  Evaluate and discuss the transition of a church into an outreach and cell-focused ministry.

6.  Describe visionary leadership skill necessary for mentoring leaders and leading the church through change.
REQUIRED READING
The following books must be read prior to the first day of the on-campus seminar.  Books may be purchased from the campus bookstore with a textbook order form.

Unchurched Next Door: Understanding Faith Stages as Keys to Sharing Your Faith by Thom S. Rainer, Zondervan, ISBN: 0310248604

Church Next: Quantum Changes in How We do Ministry by Eddie Gibbs, InterVarsity, ISBN: 0830822615

One Church, Four Generations by Gary L. McIntosh, Baker Book House, ISBN:0801091373

The Emerging Church by Dan Kimball, Zondervan, ISBN: 0310245648

Breaking the Missional Code by Ed Stetzer and David Putman, Broadman & Holman Publishers, ISBN: 0805443592

Becoming Conversant with the Emergent Church by D.A. Carson, Zondervan, ISBN:9780310259473

An Emergent Manifesto Edited by Doug Pagitt & Tony Jones, Baker Books, ISBN:9780801068072
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Pre-Seminar Assignments:
1.  The required textbooks are to be read prior to attendance at the seminar.

2.  Upon completion of the readings, write a 2-3 page synopsis of each book highlighting your concerns, challenges, positive reactions, negative reactions, and insights.

3.  Write a 3-5 page paper explaining how you personally would reach the lost bridger generation in your current context.  

Seminar Assignments:
1.  Participate in class interaction for the profit of the other students.

2.  Complete in-class assignments for the day indicated.

3.  Complete a Learning Contract for the course application project to be completed later.

Post-Seminar Assignments
Complete the project report based on the Learning Contract.  The project shall consist of designing an outreach model for your church based upon an evaluation of the community your church is in.  See “Guidelines for Contract Learning” to be given out in class.

GRADING


Pre-seminar Reading


30%

Class Assignments


20%  

Learning Contract Project Report
50%

Bibliography
Aldrich, Joseph C.  Life-style Evangelism. Portland: Multnomah Press, 1981.

Allen, Roland. Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours. Grand Rapids: Ererdmans, 1966.

Arnold, Jeffrey.  The Big Book on Small Groups.  Intervarsity Press.

Barna, George. Evangelism That Works . Ventura, California: Regal Books, 1995.

Barna, George. Generation Next.  Regal Books.

Beals,  Paul A. A People for His Name. Pasadena, California: William Carey Library,    1985.

Carson, D.A. Becoming Conversant with the Emergent Church. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2005.
Coleman, Robert E. The Master Plan of Evangelism. Old Tappan, New Jersey: Revell    Company, 1989.

Frost, Michael and Hirsch, Alan.  The Shaping of Things to Come.  Peabody, Hendrickson Publishers, 2003. 

Gibbs, Eddie.  Church Next: Quantum Changes in How We Do Ministry.  Downers Grove, IL, 2000.

Gurganus, Gene The Great Omission. Greenville: Bob Jones University, 1983.

Henderson, David W. Culture Shift. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1998.

Hicks, Rick and Kathy.  Boomers, Xers, and Other Strangers.  Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale, 

1999.

Kimball, Dan.  The Emerging Church.  Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2003.

Logan, Robert.  Beyond Church Growth.  Grand Rapids, Fleming H. Revell, 1989.

McIntosh, Gary.  One Church, Four Generations.  Grand Rapids, Baker Book House, 2002.

Mittelberg, Mark.  Building A Contagious Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

Pagitt, Doug and Jones, Tony, editors. An Emergent Manifesto.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 2007.
Pirolo, Neal. Serving As Senders. San Diego: Emmaus Road, 1991. 

Piper, John. Let The Nations Be Glad. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993.

Pippert, Rebecca Manley. Out of the Salt Shaker and into the World. Downers Grove, Illinois, Inter-Varsity Press,1979.

Pollard, Nick.  Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult.  Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1997.

Rainer, Thom S.  Surprising Insights from the Unchurched and Proven Ways to Reach Them.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 
Rainer, Thom S.  Unchurched Next Door: Understanding Faith Stages as Keys to Sharing Your Faith.  Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 1973.

Robinson, Haddon W. The Christian Salt & Light Company. Grand Rapids: Discovery House Publishers, 1988.

Shelley, Marshall. General Editor. Growing Your Church Through Evangelism and 
Outreach. Nashville: Moorings, 1996.

Sjogren, Steve. Conspiracy of Kindness. Ann Arbor: Vine Books, 1993.

Stetzer, Ed and Putman, David.  Breaking the Missional Code.  Nashville, Broadman & Holman, 2006.

Strobel, Les. Inside the mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1993.

Warren, Rick. The Purpose Driven Church. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.


