Explaining the Vision - 2007
To See God Make Columbus Road into a Place Where…

“people who look to God’s word find a clear vision.”
THE SCRIPTURES -We believe that both the Old & New Testaments are verbally & supernaturally inspired, so that, in the original form they are without error. (II Tim.3:l6-l7; II Peter l:l9-21;Pro.30:5-6)  

THE TRUE GOD - We believe God to be eternally self-existent, omnipotent:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, yet one God.  (Ex.20:2-3; I Cor. 8:6; Rev. 4:ll; l John 5:7)

GOD THE SON - We believe that Jesus Christ as a man was begotten by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary and lived a sinless life and proved that He was true God and true man, God manifest in the flesh.  (Jn l:l-2; Jn 5:20; Mat.l:20; Luke l:26-38) 

GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT - We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine Person, equal with God the Father & with God the Son, & of the same nature; that He was active in the creation; & that He is the administrator of the things of God upon the earth during this age; & that He baptized those who believe unto salvation into the body of Christ, which is the Church; regenerating, sealing, anointing, & indwelling them that He might fill & endue for worship, for prayer & for service, & that He is restraining the "Mystery of iniquity in the world until He be taken out of the way." (Jn l4:l6,l7; Mat.28:l9; Heb.9:l4; Jn l4:26; Luke l:35; Gen.l:l-3; Jn l6:8-ll; Acts 5:30-32; Jn 3:5-6; Eph.l:l3-l4; Mark l:8; Jn l:33; Acts ll:l6; Luke 24:49; Rom. 8:l4,l6,26,27; II Thes.2:6)

SATAN - We believe that Satan is a real spirit personality, that he is the god of the present age, the prince of the powers of darkness and that he is destined to eternal confinement in the lake of fire.  (Eph.2:3; Eph.6:ll-l2; Mat. 4:l-3; II Cor.4:4; Rev.20:l0)

CREATION AND FALL OF MAN - We accept literally the Genesis account of creation & believe that man came by direct creation of God & not by evolution.(Gen.l:2;Col.l:l6-l7; Jn l:3) We believe that man was created in innocence by God & that by voluntary transgression he fell from his sinless & happy state,& as a consequence all mankind are now sinners under condemnation until redeemed & cleansed through the provision of the blood of Christ. (Gen.3:l-6;Rom.5:l0-l9; l:l8-32)

CHRIST THE ONLY SAVIOR -We believe that all who have reached the years of accountability are lost until "born again" & "saved by grace through faith" in the Person & work of the Lord Jesus Christ, & are kept by the advocating high priestly ministry of Christ our Savior.(Jn 3:3-21; I Pet. l:5; I Jn 2:l-2; Heb 4:l4-l6).                                                    

THE SECURITY OF THE SAINTS - We believe that all who are truly born again are kept by God the Father for Jesus Christ. (Phil l:6; Jn l0:28,29; Rom 8:35-39; Jude l:l).

THE ONLY GOSPEL - We believe that the Gospel is limited to the truths of how "Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures" and that He ascended up to the Father until He comes again. (l Cor l5:l-4; l Pet 2:24; Luke 24:34-35; Acts l:l0-ll).

PURPOSE OF THIS CHURCH

· To promote the worship of God in a Scriptural manner.

· Support the preaching of the Gospel and the teaching of God's Word at home and abroad.

· Evangelize the lost and assist the nurturing of those who are saved.

· Administer the ordinances and contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints.

Exploring the Vision
To See God Make Columbus Road into a Place Where…

“people look forward to what God will do and not look back.

Teens
Right from the beginning, God made it clear that adults (parents as well as the whole community of faith) need to invest time and energy into making sure that faith was passed on to the next generation.  “Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and experienced the discipline of the Lord your God: His majesty, His mighty hand, His outstretched arm, and the things He did…teach them to your children.”  Deuteronomy 11:2,3,19  If we do not teach our youth about God and the purpose for which He created them, they will find alternate false purposes that will only leave them empty and deceived.

Columbus Road is committed to reaching out to our teens and young adults.  We are competing with the best our culture can throw at them, and we need to give them the best that we can.  We also need to partner with the parents to provide training in the spiritual formation of teens, so that our young people are powerfully impacted at home, as well as, in church.

What will this take?

· We need to provide leadership to meet the needs.

· We need to increase the space available for the teens.

· We need to upgrade the technology available to our teens.
· We need to provide more fellowship and learning opportunities for our teens.

· We need your full support through the process.

Expressing the Vision
To See God Make Columbus Road into a Place Where…

“people express the vision by loving God and loving other people.” 

Columbus Road is becoming a place where people express love for God through worship, singing, playing a variety of instruments, drama, media and props. When we look to the scriptures to see how believers expressed worship in the past, we find they used a great deal of effort, time & excellence.
What needs to happen?

· Expand the stage
· Improve lighting 
· Move the sound room to the floor
· Maximize auditorium space
Columbus Road is becoming a place where people express love to God by reaching others. Hospitality, outreach, missions, care and fellowship are being developed on a weekly basis. It is important for everyone to remember that this not a club, a click, or political forum. We are a non-profit, volunteer, service organization who come together to serve the King.
Involvement required:
1. Actively seek to find ways to Reach Out.
2. Become a person who provides a spiritual, emotional, or physical need for someone outside of your family each week.

3. Make a conscious effort to form new relationships with people at Columbus Road and people in the community.

Columbus Road is becoming a place where people express there love to God through studying the Bible and praying to Him. We are expanding our Adult Bible Fellowship ministries this coming year. We would like to have every adult connected to a class so that proper care and fellowship can be achieved. We now have available:
· Ladies Bible Study

· Men’s mentoring ministry

· Frank’s Class

· Homebuilders

· Encounter

· Walk through the Bible 

· Builders 

Expanding the Vision
To See God Make Columbus Road into a Place Where…
“people expand their vision by changing how they think, pray, act, and dream.”
1.  Bringing the Good News to Our Culture

Where we have come from is important – but it only provides the foundation for where we are going.  We celebrate what God has done at Columbus Road, but we look with anticipation for what He will do in the future.

Our purpose will never change.  We will continue to passionately pursue that into the future. Our values will also not change, they are the DNA of who we are as a church.

But some things will change.  They have to!  Jesus says “you will tell people about me everywhere.”  Paul put it this way: “I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ.”  At least two things have to change – location: “tell people everywhere” and forms: “find common ground with everyone.”  The goal of our church is not to have a building where those who choose can come, but rather to have a base of operations from which we reach out to those needing a relationship with Jesus.  The goal is not to invite those who like & enjoy our way of doing things – it is to find ways that will best relate to our culture and take God’s love to them.
Over the past 2 years we have changed:

Music style: from organ and piano to multiple instruments and multiple singers
Use of technology: hymn books to power point

Who does ministry: Pastor to lay people

Where ministry happens: on campus to off campus and on campus, from large groups to small, medium and small groups

Together times: from all together at once, to multiple times

Day we meet: from Sunday and Wednesday to everyday
All of these were done with the goal of opening doors to more people.  But our culture continues to change, so common ground will change.  

Forces that are changing the culture we live in:

· Expectation of quality – People expect things to be done well, and will look for places, in every area of their lives, where that happens

· Choices – People want options.  One size doesn’t fit all.

· Need for Personalization – People want to feel noticed and valued.

· Experience Orientation – People don’t just want to watch, they want to be involved.
What changes can we make to establish common ground & reach our community in 2007 & beyond?

· Add parking

· Additional worship services.

· More emphasis on building community with present members and attendees.

· Build larger worship space and adult classroom space, multiple sites 

What will we have to do?

· Increase deacon fellowship

· Increase technology and staff for expanded worship venues
· Add youth space for a enlarged future youth ministry
· Develop more leadership for discipleship
· Develop teachers, greeters, ushers, musicians, and singers to prepare us for what is next
2.  Bring the Good News to Our World

Jesus final recorded words were: “you will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth.”  What an amazing responsibility for a small group of around 120 people who were fighting for their very survival.  It would have been easy for them to put global initiatives way down on their agenda.  But God made sure they didn’t!  Just seven weeks after the church began, something miraculous happened – “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them ability.” (Act 2:5)  People gathered in Jerusalem from every country in the world heard the wonderful things God had done, and many became Jesus followers.  Global missions had begun!

God is seriously concerned about people everywhere.  Jesus’ death on the cross was for everyone: “Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Act 2:21)  Reaching the world with the Good News is the responsibility of every person, not just a few dedicated, unusual people willing to leave home to take the salvation message across relational and geographical barriers. 

Right from the beginning, Columbus Road has been concerned with helping bring the Good News about Jesus to people in every culture, in every nation of the world.  But we’ve only just begun. Over the next years, we need to become more involved globally.  

What will this take?

· We need to form partnerships with those who are making a difference globally and join them in their work.

· We need to encourage and support people from our church family to full time global missions.

· We need to send short term missions teams around the world.

· We need to increase our resources to support these global endeavors.

· We need additional people within our church to lead in this ministry.

